
Executive Orders January 2021 to December 2024 

As of June 12, 2022, the CDC and U.S. government no longer require COVID-19 testing prior to 
entering the U.S.  

On December 2, 2021, the CDC updated their testing requirements and now require travelers 
planning to enter the U.S. to present a negative COVID test within 24 hours of their intended 
departure.  

On November 26, 2021, President Biden signed a proclamation suspending the entry of certain 
travelers who were physically present within eight countries, including the Republic of Botswana, 
the Kingdom of Eswatini, the Kingdom of Lesotho, the Republic of Malawi, the Republic of 
Mozambique, the Republic of Namibia, the Republic of South Africa, and the Republic of 
Zimbabwe, during the 14-day period preceding their entry or attempted entry into the United 
States. There is currently no indication that F-1 or J-1 students are eligible for a National Interest 
Exception to this Proclamation, so if students and scholars must travel through any of these 
countries, they should plan to quarantine in a non-restricted country for at least 14 days before 
attempting to reenter the U.S. 

On October 25, 2021, President Biden signed a proclamation revoking the previous geographic 
travel ban restrictions with a global requirement that noncitizens who are nonimmigrants traveling 
by air to the U.S. from any country must be fully vaccinated, with some limited exceptions. A 
separate CDC order also continues to require all air travelers (regardless of citizenship) to present 
results of a negative COVID test taken within three days (if fully vaccinated) before departing for the 
U.S. 

On January 25, 2021, President Biden signed a proclamation continuing the suspension of entry of 
certain travelers from the Schengen Area, the United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland, Brazil, 
China, and Iran, and expanding restrictions to include travelers from South Africa. The Department 
of State has confirmed that the National Interest Exceptions to this Proclamation still apply for F-1 
visa holding students. J-1 visa holding students will need to apply to the U.S. Embassy for a 
national interest waiver in order to reenter the U.S. 

On January 21, 2021, President Biden signed an executive order requiring all air travelers to comply 
with the recently announced CDC measures. According to the order, "to the extent feasible, 
travelers seeking to enter the United States from a foreign country shall be: (i) required to produce 
proof of a recent negative COVID-19 test prior to entry; and (ii) required to comply with other 
applicable CDC guidelines concerning international travel, including recommended periods of 
self-quarantine or self-isolation after entry into the United States." 

On January 20, 2021, President Biden signed an executive order, Proclamation on Ending 
Discriminatory Bans on Entry to The United States, ending travel restrictions imposed by executive 
orders signed by the previous administration. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/fr-proof-negative-test.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/11/26/a-proclamation-on-suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-nonimmigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/10/25/a-proclamation-on-advancing-the-safe-resumption-of-global-travel-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/presidential-proclamation-coronavirus.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/extension-validity-for-nies-for-china-iran-brazil-south-africa-schengen-uk-ireland-india.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-promoting-covid-19-safety-in-domestic-and-international-travel/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/proclamation-ending-discriminatory-bans-on-entry-to-the-united-states/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/proclamation-ending-discriminatory-bans-on-entry-to-the-united-states/

